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Aim: This study represents an enumeration and comparison of gross target volumes (GTV)

as  delineated independently on contrast-enhanced computed tomography (CT) and T1 and

T2  weighted magnetic resonance imaging (MRI) in vestibular schwannomas (VS).

Background: Multiple imaging in radiotherapy improves target localization.

Methods and materials: 42 patients of VS were considered for this prospective study with

one  patient showing bilateral tumor. The GTV was delineated separately on CT and MRI.

Difference in volumes were estimated individually for all the 43 lesions and similarity was

studied between CT and T1 and T2 weighted MRI.

Results: The male to female ratio for VS was found to be 1:1.3. The tumor was right sided

in  34.9% and left sided in 65.1%. Tumor volumes (TV) on CT image  sets were ranging from

0.251 cc to 27.27 cc. The TV for CT, MRI T1 and T2 weighted were 5.15 ± 5.2 cc, 5.8 ± 6.23 cc,

and 5.9 ± 6.13 cc, respectively. Compared to MRI, CT underestimated the volumes. The mean

dice coefficient between CT versus T1 and CT versus T2 was estimated to be 68.85 ± 18.3 and

66.68  ± 20.3, respectively. The percentage of volume difference between CT and MRI (%VD:

mean ± SD for T1; 28.84 ± 15.0, T2; 35.74 ± 16.3) and volume error (%VE: T1; 18.77 ± 10.1, T2;

23.17 ± 13.93) were found to be significant, taking the CT volumes as the baseline.
Conclusions: MRI with mul

eation and they provide a 

structures nearby.
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1.  Background

Stereotactic radiosurgery (SRS) and stereotactic radiotherapy
(SRT) were introduced as an alternate treatment modality to
surgery for patients who  are not fit for surgical procedures
and to avoid post surgical complications.1–8 The main aim
of SRS and SRT is to reduce the dose to surrounding normal
tissue and nearby critical structures while ensuring a very
high prescribed dose to the target volume either through sin-
gle fraction or by hypo-fractionation treatment schemes.9,10

The primary imaging modality utilized in the process of
radiotherapy treatment planning is computed tomography
(CT) which provides a valuable electron density information
essential for dose calculations. Accuracy in target volume
delineation plays a crucial role in radiotherapy planning of
intracranial tumors. The intracranial target volume is defined
as the gross tumor volume (GTV) on CT images. However, the
CT alone does not offer sufficient information because of its
intrinsic limitations in distinguishing between normal soft tis-
sues and tumor tissues. Hence, different imaging modalities
need to be utilized for broader understanding of the situa-
tion and to distinguish the boundary between the GTV and
normal tissue for delineation of the tumor. Thus, a proper
multimodality11–14 imaging technique should be adopted to
extract information required for the correct delineation of
GTV. Magnetic resonance imaging (MRI)15,16 seems to be a good
choice for the delineation of GTV in skull based tumors in
the brain due to its superiority in distinguishing soft tissue
contrast.

Tumors that originate in the cerebello pontine (CP) angle
of the intracranial region are called cerebello pontine angle
tumors.17–20 About 10% of brain tumors either originate from
or involve the CP angle. About 80% of CP angle tumors are cases
of vestibular schwannomas (VS)21–25 and the remaining ones
are non-acoustic tumors like meningiomas and epidermoids.
The vestibular schwannomas are also known as acoustic neu-
romas (AN). The VS are benign tumors that arise due to the
uncontrolled growth of Schwann cells which myelinate (insu-
lating sheath) around the vestibular portion of the eighth
cranial nerve.

2.  Aim

The purpose of this study was to compare the differences in
target volume when the GTV is contoured separately on CT
and sequencely acquired MRI  images by the method of blind
view. This study was undertaken to justify the importance of
the multimodality imaging technique in the case of vestibular
schwannomas.

3.  Methods  and  materials

160 patients with brain tumor were treated by SRS and SRT
using 6 MV X-rays from Varian Novalis Tx (Varian Medical

System, USA) medical electron linear accelerator at our
institution from 2010 to 2015. 43 out of the 160 patients were
proven cases of vestibular schwannomas and hence these
patients were selected for this study. The brain mask was used
iotherapy 2 2 ( 2 0 1 7 ) 201–208

for immobilization and contrast-enhanced CT images were
acquired with a cast in situ. T1- and T2-weighted MRI  images
of these patients were also acquired. The Brain LAB iplan
(AG, Feldkirchen, Germany) radiotherapy treatment planning
system (TPS) was used to obtain the dose distributions.

3.1.  Patient  set  up

A noninvasive immobilization setup for the brain is provided
by the Brain LAB (AG, Feldkirchen, Germany). The system con-
sists of a two-part mask, one fitted to the back and the other to
the front side of the brain with additional mouth bite to main-
tain the head position. The Brain LAB localizer box was also
used during the scan so that stereotactic coordinates can be
generated in the Brain LAB iPlan TPS. A complete description
of the Brain LAB immobilization and localizer box is available
elsewhere.26

3.2.  CT  imaging

The CT was used as a primary imaging modality in this study.
For acquiring the CT images, the patients were immobilized
using Brain LAB stereotactic head immobilization mask and
CT localizer on the flat couch of the 16 slice Philips Brilliance
CT scanner [Big Bore Oncology unit with 85 cm bore and 60 cm
field of view (FOV)]. Axial cuts were taken from the vertex to
the base of the skull with a matrix size of 512 × 512. Con-
trast enhanced CT images were also acquired. The images
were reconstructed with 2 mm slice thickness. The images so
acquired were transferred to the Brain LAB iPlan TPS worksta-
tion through the DICOM system.

3.3.  MR  imaging

The MRI was used as a floating imaging modality in this study.
MRI scans were taken with the standard head coil (1.5 T, Gen-
eral Electric Medical System sigma HD). The images from the
vertex to the base of the skull were obtained with a spin-echo
(SE) sequence. The conventional turbo spin-echo T2-weighted
plain and post-gadolinium contrast T1-weighted spin-spin
echo axial MR images were obtained using a 254 × 254 matrix,
31.25 Hz/pixel bandwidth and 250 mm FOV. The MR  images
were transferred to the Brain LAB iPlan TPS workstation
through the DICOM system.

3.4.  Image  registration

Nowadays, all the commercially available TPS have the mul-
timodality image  registration facility. Using this option of our
Brain LAB iPlan TPS, the CT images were fused with the MRI
images. The Brain LAB iPlan TPS uses a powerful, automated
and accurate registration method.27 The image  registration is
a two-step method with coarse and fine adjustments. It is a

mutual information similarity based rigid registration tech-
nique which increases the efficiency of matching with less
time. So, for all the 43 cases of VS, CT images were registered
with MRI.

dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.rpor.2017.02.002
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Fig. 1 – Gross tumor volume (GTV) of a left vestibular schwannoma patient contoured on (a) CT image, (b) T1-weighted MR
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mage, and (c) T2-weighted MR  image.

.5.  GTV  delineation

 single radiation oncologist (RO) performed target delineation
ndependently on the CT images as well as on T1- and T2-
eighted MR  images as shown in Fig. 1. The RO contoured the

arget volume, brainstem, right cochlea and left cochlea on
T, T1- and T2-weighted image  sets independently by hiding
nother image  sets to avoid biasing. ICRU-5028 guidelines were
ollowed during the contouring process. One of the patients
dentified with bilateral occurrence of VS was treated as an
ndependent case in this study. The GTVs were first contoured
n contrast enhanced CT images and then on T1- and T2-
eighted MR  image  sets separately and, finally, all the images
ere connected to each other. Following steps were taken for
elineation of GTV on CT and MRI  images: The gross target
olume was marked on T1-weighted MR  images (named as
TVT1-MRI) and T2-weighted MR  images (named as GTVT2-MRI).
he CT images were adjusted suitably (by varying the window

evel, window widths and gray scale) to bring clarity in visual-
zation of all the organs and tissues so that best possible GTV
an be delineated. The final GTV was expanded to them in all
umors in CT + T1-MRI and CT + T2-MRI and a union of all the
hree tumor contours were clubbed as CT + T1-MRI + T2-MRI
mages to obtain the three different volumes. A comparison
f CT volume and MRI  volumes were done for all the target
olumes.

.6.  Statistical  analysis

o evaluate the effectiveness of the segmentation procedure
n the two modalities we  used the similarity measures usu-
lly utilized in image  processing between a true value and

 measured value. To find out the percentage of overlap of
arget volumes contoured separately on two image  sets, Dice
imilarity Coefficient (DSC)29–31 was used, which is defined as

DSC = VCT ∩ VMRI[
VCT+VMRI

]
/2

× 100 (1)
here VCT and VMRI are the target volumes contoured on CT
nd MRI  images respectively.
The percentage of volume difference (%VD) between the CT
and MRI  segmented target volumes were estimated using the
following relation

%VD = VCT − VMRI[
VCT+VMRI

]
/2

× 100 (2)

The raw data required for evaluating %DSC and %VD was
entered in to a statistical excel sheet and statistical analy-
sis was performed to evaluate a mean, standard deviation
and statistical significance. The statistical significance was
less than 0.05 (p < 0.05). The correlation between CT and
MRI  segmented volumes were compared by using Pearson’s
coefficients. The percentage volume error (VE) was estimated
using the following equation

VE = VCT − VMRI

VCT
× 100 (3)

In addition, the volume conformity index (VCI) was also calcu-
lated by taking ratio of common volume between CT and MRI
to the CT volume.

4.  Results

160 patients of various brain tumor cases were treated on
Varian Novalis Tx medical electron linear accelerator of our
institute from 2010 to 2105. Table 1 presents the details of the
43 patients included in this study. The mean age of male and
female patients with vestibular schawnnomas was 36.28 and
41.5 years, respectively. The left sided to right sided VS  tumor
ratio was 65.1% and 34.9%, respectively. Table 2 summarizes
the incidence of VS according to the age group and size of the
GTV.

Table 3 presents summary of gross tumor volume, brain-
stem, right cochlea and left cochlea recorded from contours on
CT and T1- and T2-weighted MR image  sets. The mean, max-
imum, and minimum values of GTV as well as its standard
deviation are also indicated in this table.

Table 4 shows the mean values of VD, VE and DSC estimated

for T1- and T2-weighted MR images as well as for T1 + T2 MR
images. The DSCs assessed for T1- and T2-weighed MR  images
are 68.9% and 66.7%, respectively. Thus, the tumor volumes
obtained from T1-weighted MR  images have a relatively high

dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.rpor.2017.02.002
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Table 1 – Summary of vestibular schawnnoma patients included in this study.

N− = 43 Right-VS Left-VS Mean age (yrs) Std Median age Minimum age Maximum age

Female 7 17 36.28 10.98 36 16 54
Male 8 11 41.53 15.84 38 19 62

Table 2 – Groups of vestibular schawnnoma patients with respect to age and gross tumor volume (cc).

Age in years GTV in cc

<=20 21–30 31–40 41–50 51–60 61–70 <3 cc 3 cc–5 cc 5 cc–10 cc >10 cc

No of patients 4 11 10 9 6 3 19 10 10 4
Percentage 9.3 25.6 23.3 20.9 14.0 7.0 44.2 23.6 23.6 8.6

Fig. 2 – Plot showing dice coefficient (DSC) on the primary axis of ordinate for the T1- and T2-weighted MR images and the
 seco
difference in volume between the CT and MR  images on the

conformity (i.e. overlapping) with the tumor volume obtained
from the CT images in comparison to overlapping of tumor
volumes from T2-weighted MR  image  with the tumor volume
from CT images. The minimum and maximum DSC values
were in the range of 48.3%–90.4% for T1-weighted MR  images
and 34.61%–87.94% for T2-weighted MR  images, respectively.
A relation between the absolute volume difference in cc and
dice coefficients against the tumor volume was evaluated as
shown in Fig. 2.

The correlation between the volumes of GTV, brainstem,
right cochlea and left cochlea recorded from CT images and
T1-weighted MR  images as well as CT images and T2-weighted

MR images are shown in Fig. 3. These data have also been
summarized in Table 3. The difference in r values between
CT estimated versus T1-MR estimated and the CT estimated

Fig. 3 – Scatter diagram of GTVs recorded from (a) CT images and
T2-weighted MR  images demonstrating the correlation between 
ndary axis of the ordinate versus the tumor volume on CT.

versus T2-MR estimated are not very significant and the
volumes obtained from these images are positively corre-
lated. However, the tumor volumes recorded from T1- and
T2-weighted MR images are higher than the tumor volumes
recorded from CT images with p value <0.0001.

Fig. 4 shows Bland–Altman plot between difference in
GTVs of CT and T1-weighted MR images [GTVT1-MRI − GTVCT]
and average GTV of CT and T1-weighed MR  images
[(GTVT1 − MRI + GTVCT)/2] as well as difference in GTVs
of CT and T2-weighted MR  images [GTVT1-MRI − GTVCT]
and average GTV of CT and T2-weighted MR  images
[(GTVT1 − MRI + GTVCT)/2]. This plot was generated to assess

the agreement between the GTVs recorded from CT and MR
images. It is observed that the volumes recorded from the
T1-weighted MR images are larger than the volumes recorded

 T1-weighted MR  images, and (b) CT images and
the CT recorded and MR  recorded GTVs.

dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.rpor.2017.02.002
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Table 4 – Mean percentage values of volume difference
(%VD), percentage of volume error (%VE) and dice
similarity coefficient (DSC) estimated for T1- and
T2-weighted MR  images as well as T1 + T2 MR  images.
Data of CT image was taken as reference for calculating
%VD, %VE and %DSC.

Image  %VD %VE %DSC

T1 28.84 (±15.02) 18.77 (±10.1) 68.9 (±18.3)

T2 35.74 (±16.3) 23.17 (±13.9) 66.7 (±20.3)
T1 + T2 35.72 (±18.3) 54.87 (±48.1) –

from the CT images. The mean difference between GTVCT and
GTVT1-MRI is 0.72 cc while the mean difference between GTVCT

and GTVT2-MRI is 0.5 cc.
Fig. 5 shows variation in volume conformity index with

respect to GTV volume (cc) recorded from the CT image.  The
VCI of T1-and T2-weighted MR  images are shown in this curve.
The mean VCI of T1-MR and T2-MR images are found to be 0.8
and 0.72, respectively.

5.  Discussion

MRI  provides superior information on anatomy and the
pathology in clinical evaluation of the tumor size and bound-
ary between the normal tissue and tumor tissue. There is an
increasing demand in radiotherapy to segment tumor vol-
umes with different imaging modality and compare them
by similarity overlap coefficients.31 What is the best way to
obtain the tissue and target volumes comparable to true vol-
umes is still the topic of investigation. It is indeed difficult
to estimate the tumor volume accurately from the CT images
and till the date there exists no absolute technique. Practi-
cally, there is a change in volume of tissues whether it is alive
or dead. The segmentation of volume depends on a number
of parameters including reproducibility of patient positioning
on multiple imaging modalities, inherent noise, registration
technique and the calculation algorithm used for estimating
volumes by treatment planning systems.32 In addition, there
is inter and intra observer variability in contouring and delin-
eation of tumor. Thus, the estimated volume is a combination
of all these errors which are inherent and not very easy to be
calculated separately.

A number of studies have been conducted33–37 on the
tumor volume comparison for CT in conjunction with MRI for
brain lesions like inter observer variations, impact of image
registration of MR pre-operative and post-operative images on
treatment planning CT scans.

In our study on the 43 cases, the relative numbers of female
and male patients was 55.8% and 44.2%, respectively, showing
a clear dominance of female patients which is in agreement
with the observations of Ozgen et al.38–40 and van de Langer-
berg et al.41 However, our data indicates a relatively higher
incidence of left sided VS over right sided VS. In our analy-
sis of age, the number of relatively young patients is 25.6%
which is larger than the number of other age groups. Out of 43
cases treated at our institution, the percentage of post oper-

ative radiotherapy, radical radiotherapy and recurrence cases
were 25.6, 69.8 and 4.6, respectively. In Bland–Altman plot we
observed the two high outliers with the volumes of 20.18 cc

dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.rpor.2017.02.002
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Fig. 4 – Bland–Altman plot between (a) difference in GTVs of CT and T1-MR images [GTVT1-MRI − GTVCT] and average GTV of
CT and T1-MR images [(GTVT1-MRI + GTVCT)/2], and (b) difference in GTVs of CT and T2-MR images [GTVT1-MRI − GTVCT] and

]. Th
average GTV of CT and T2-MR images [(GTVT1-MRI + GTVCT)/2

and 27.27 cc. These two cases are the recurrence cases. Fur-
ther, 11 cases with post surgical volume showed above 95% CI
limit.

The appearance of VS tumor on CT is iso-intense and
the introduction of contrast enhances the visibility of the
lesion. But there is a lack of knowledge on how to distin-
guish the boundary between the tumor and brain tissue from
such images. The VS appears hypo-intense on T1-weighted
MR image  and hyper-intense on T2-weighted MR  images.38 A
lot of works have been reported to deal with the adequacy
treatment modalities for managing VS including surgery and
radiotherapy. Many  of these works have reported the increase
in tumor volume of VS on yearly basis.

Rykaczewski et al.42 have done meta analysis on treat-
ment of VS treated by gamma knife. They compared treatment
results of two set of VS patients one set treated dur-
ing 1998–2007 and the other during 2007–2011. Their study
includes 3233 VS patients having mean tumor volume of 3.9 cc
and the control rate of 92.73%. Apicella et al.43 presented a
thorough review of the literature and concluded that SRS is
suitable for small size lesions.

Miller et al.44 also carried out a similar work for the VS
patients and presented data on the size of tumor volume.
The average tumor volume of the 43 VS patients included in
our study is in very good agreement with the average tumor

volume of Miller et al.

Datta et al.45 carried out work on post operative radio-
therapy of brain tumors where they compared the GTV and

Fig. 5 – A schematic diagram of volume conform
e data in these figures are in cc.

clinical target volume (CTV) on CT and MRI image  sets. The
MRI volumes were significantly larger than CT estimated vol-
umes in their study. MR is considered to be a superior imaging
modality to CT as far as soft tissue contrast is concerned in
brain imaging. However, our results indicate that the over-
lap between GTV-CT and GTV-MR is between 70% and 90%
for the lesions with GTV larger than 5 cc and the overlap
between GTV-CT and GTV-MR is between 60% and 70% for the
lesions smaller than 5 cc. When the VS tumors are of larger
dimensions, they try to compress the brain stem. Hence, it
becomes more  important to obtain both T1- and T2-weighted
MR images along with CT images so that an optimum target
volume can be estimated with the help of three image  sets.

A number of reports are available which provide compar-
ison between treatment modalities for VS including surgery
versus radiation.46 The advantage of SRS and fractionated SRT
is very low toxicity to the trigeminal nerve with hearing preser-
vation. It is reported that five-year tumor local control is in the
range of 94%–96%.7 The existing literature also provides infor-
mation about the diagnosis of VS and tumor growth rate on
yearly basis. There is an increase in the use of MRI  for diagnos-
tic purposes since no radiation is involved in detecting the VS
tumor. Many tumors were detected accidentally with patients
having no complaints. As MRI is costly, time-consuming and
considered arduous for many  patients but in some particu-

lar cases. like VS. there is very high specificity and sensitivity
about 90%–95% associated with the MR  imaging. It is there-
fore MRI that is considered to be the gold standard for brain

ity index for T1 and T2 with respect to CT.

dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.rpor.2017.02.002
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esions, especially in VS and hence it proves to be indispensi-
le in SRS and fractionated SRT for VS. However, MRI imaging
s not free from drawbacks. In our study, CT and MR images
f the patients were taken using dedicated CT and MR scan-
ers. There is always a chance of errors with the setting up of
atients on two  independent scanners. We  accounted for and
eported the data of the brainstem and right and left cochlea
olume along with the GTV in Table 3. For brainstem, T1 esti-
ated volume is higher than CT and T2 estimated volumes.

n the case of right and left cochlea, T2 estimated volumes are
igher than the CT and T1 estimated volumes.

.  Conclusions

e  have presented a comprehensive comparison between
he tumor volumes predicted by the CT image  set and the
RI  image  sets. These results will be useful in estimating an

ccurate volume of VS for the pre- and post-treatment follow
ps of the target volumes for the patients. The CT underesti-
ates the tumor volume and T2-weighted MR overestimates

he tumor volume in comparison to tumor volume estimated
y T1-weighted MR.  So it is recommended to use T1- and
2-weighted MR  images along with CT images for the final
stimation of tumor volume. To deliver precise and accurate
ose to tumor tissue and to spare the normal tissue, it is
ssential to find a clear boundary between them. This is pos-
ible only when a flattering inter MRI  modality like T1 and
2 is used in combination with the complementing imaging
odality like computed tomography.
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