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Department of Surgery of the University of Łódź 
in the hospital located at 1/3 Sterlinga Street in 
Łódź—we can find the following sentence: “I per
formed the first cardiac catheterization in the fe
male patient M. S. (see above) in November 1948, 
the next ones due to patent ductus arteriosus, an
eurysm of the main artery, and other catheter
izations in 1949 and later.”3

Given that the patient was admitted to the hos
pital on November 19, 1949, the catheterization 
could have been performed between November 
19 and November 30, 1948.

Another publication4 confirmed the  first 
heart catheterization in Poland performed by 
Prof. Jerzy Rutkowski.

In the publications by Prof. Izabela Krzemińska
Ławkowiczowa, no date or initials of the patient 
who underwent the first cardiac catheterization 
were mentioned. The only publication5 that al
lows us to speculate about the date of the first 
catheterization procedure in the 2nd Depart
ment of Internal Medicine was published in 1952 
and referred to a lecture delivered at the meet
ing of the Cardiology Section of the Polish So
ciety of Internal Medicine on April 2, 1950 in 
Poznań. In Table 1 therein (page 341), the initials, 
age, and registry numbers of 9 patients were list
ed in one of the columns. Some patient regis
try numbers are in the form XXXXX / 50, which 
may indicate 1950 as the year when the proce
dure was conducted. Other numbers do not in
dicate any date. Patient registries from that pe
riod were destroyed.

In the archived reports on the activity of 
the 2nd Department of Internal Medicine from 
the years 1948/1949, 1949/1950, and 1950/1951, 
no data on the first cardiac catheterization in 
Poland can be found. Only the report from 
the academic year 1949/1950 includes infor
mation about establishing the Heart Catheter
ization Laboratory.

To the editor On the  centenary of inter
nal medicine and cardiology teaching in War
saw (1920–2020), Prof. Mściwój Semerau

Siemianowski is recalled. In the years 1918–1919, 
he worked in the 1st Department of Internal 
Medicine at the University of Warsaw under 
the supervision of Prof. Kazimierz Rzętkowski. 
Later, in the years 1948–1953, he was the head 
of the 2nd Department of Internal Medicine. On 
January 13, 2020, the first lecture of the series 
entitled “The Coryphaei of Warsaw Academic 
Medicine and Their Schools of Thought” was held 
at the Medical University of Warsaw. It was ded
icated to Prof. Mściwój Semerau Siemianowski, 
the father of modern cardiology. Also, an exhi
bition organized by the Museum of the History 
of Medicine at the Medical University of War
saw was opened. In the publication devoted to 
this event, we read that in 1948 the Hemody
namic Laboratory was established in the De
partment, where the first cardiac catheteriza
tion in Poland was performed by Prof. Izabela 
Krzemińska Ławkowiczowa. This information 
is repeated in other sources1,2 and indicates that 
the organization of the first Heart Catheteriza
tion Laboratory and the first catheterization in 
Poland in 1948 were accomplished either by her 
(then holding a PhD degree) alone or in collabora
tion with Prof. Mściwój Semerau Siemianowski.

In the inaugural lecture delivered on Octo
ber 18, 1948—the first one after taking over 
the position of the head of the Department—
Prof. Mściwój Semerau Siemianowski talked 
about cardiac catheterization, but did not re
fer to the experience of the 2nd Department of 
Internal Medicine of the University of Warsaw. 
Instead, he mentioned the procedures seen in 
1947 in Sweden, at the Berglund department 
in Stockholm.

In the publication by Prof. Jerzy Rutkows
ki—a surgeon, the head of the 2nd Division and 
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Who, then, performed the first cardiac cathe
terization in Poland? Krzemińska Ławkowiczowa 
or Rutkowski?

I hope that my letter will start the discussion 
and the answer to this question will be found.
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