Table sI. Clinical characteristics of thyroid tissue specimens used in the study
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Case  number  Tissue   sample type  Male/Female  Patient age  (years)  T  N  

Patient 1  PTC - CV  F  55  2  0  

Ctr  —   N odular goiter     –  –  

Patient 2  PTC - CV  F  21  1b  1a  

Ctr  —   normal thyroid   –  –  

Patient 3  PTC - CV&FV  F  61  1b(m)  0  

Ctr   —   Lymphocytic  thyroiditis    (Hashimoto's Thyroiditis)   –  – -  

  Ctr   —   non - cancerous thyroid; PTC - CV   —   classical variant of papillary carcinoma;  PTC - FV  —   follicular variant of papillary carcinoma. Primary tumour (T) and lymph - node (N) stage was given according to pathological staging    
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Ctr — non-cancerous thyroid; PTC-CV — classical variant of papillary carcinoma; PTC-FV — follicular variant of papillary carcinoma. Primary tumour (T) and lymph-node (N) stage was given according to pathological staging
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