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Supplementary File 1. Search Strings Used for Identification of Randomized Controlled Trials Dedicated to Older Adults 
with Type 2 Diabetes

PubMed
(“Diabetes Mellitus”[Mesh] OR diabetes[tiab] OR diabetic[tiab]) AND (elder*[tiab] OR older[tiab] OR “Frail 

Elderly”[Mesh]) AND (“randomized controlled trial”[pt] OR “clinical trial”[pt] OR “controlled clinical trial”[pt] OR 
“clinical trial, phase II”[pt] OR “clinical trial, phase III”[pt] OR “clinical trial, phase IV”[pt]) AND 1994:2023 [dp] NOT 
(“animals”[mesh] NOT “humans”[mesh])

Embase
(‘diabetes mellitus’/exp OR diabetes:ti,ab,kw OR diabetic:ti,ab,kw) AND (elder*:ti,ab,kw OR older:ti,ab,kw OR 

‘frail elderly’/exp) AND (‘randomized controlled trial’/de OR ‘controlled clinical trial’/de OR ‘clinical trial’/de OR ‘phase 
2 clinical trial’/de OR ‘phase 3 clinical trial’/de OR ‘phase 4 clinical trial’/de) AND [1994-2023]/py AND ([article]/lim 
OR [article in press]/lim) NOT (‘animal’/exp NOT ‘human’/exp)

Cochrane
#1 MeSH descriptor: [Diabetes Mellitus] explode all trees
#2 diabetes:ti,ab,kw
#3 diabetic:ti,ab,kw
#4 #1 OR #2 OR #3
#5 elder*:ti,ab,kw
#6 older:ti,ab,kw
#7 MeSH descriptor: [Frail Elderly] explode all trees
#8 #5 OR #6 OR #7
#9 #4 AND #8
#10 MeSH descriptor: [Humans] explode all trees
#11 MeSH descriptor: [Animals] explode all trees
#12 #11 NOT #10
#13 #9 NOT #12
Limits: 1) Study type: Trials; 2) Publication year: 1994-2023 

World Health Organization International Clinical Trials Registry Platform (WHO ICTRP)
‘Advanced search’ engine
 Search terms: ‘diabetes’ (field ‘Condition’) and ‘old OR older OR elder OR elderly’ (field ‘Title’)
Limits: 1) Phase 2-4 trials; 2) Recruitment status: All; 3) Trials with available results.
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