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EDITORIAL

Scientific life is changing: virtual
and real-world experience
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It had been arranged that we would meet each other at
the XXIX Meeting of the Polish Society of Hematology and
Transfusion Medicine in September 2021. The coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19) pandemic has caused this
Meeting to be cancelled. However, more than 70 years of
tradition, and the prestigious status of the Society, requires
that we demonstrate the progress that has been made in
hematology and blood transfusion. The virtual XXIX Meeting
will present highlights of 2021. We plan to meet, hopefully
face-to-face, next year.
The pandemic has already changed our scientific lives.
Unusually in a world where activity in most areas has been
severely curtailed, scientists have been pushed to much
higher levels of activity, much of it via virtual meetings.
Our scientific life has expanded to encompass teleconferences and webinars. Some of these practices will undoubtedly remain. Most one-day events, scientific, organizational and work-related, are being replaced by virtual
meetings. Educational courses are also being moved to
the web. But we all miss our participation in large conferences with personal meetings, both at the national and
international levels.
Scientific activity during the pandemic can be easily
measured by an increase in manuscript publications and
more submissions and presentations of abstracts at leading conferences. Recently, there have been released impact
factor values that have shown increasing values for most
hematological journals. Obviously, “Acta Haematologica
Polonica” cannot compete with these journals. But papers
published in “Acta Haematologica Polonica” can be cited
everywhere, and must be cited, if we want to maintain our
status within the scientific community. This is the continuous task for all of us [1–4]!
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To help achieve this goal, this ‘meeting’ issue of “Acta
Haematologica Polonica” contains a number of leading
papers on topics including hematopoietic cell transplantation, myeloproliferative and lymphoproliferative disorders,
as well as on non-malignant hematology, hemostasis, and
blood transfusion. The Autoimmune Disease Working Party
of the European Society for Blood and Marrow Transplantation (EBMT) presents a report on their activity, calling
for cooperation with Polish centers [5]. The Hemostasis
Group presents their interdisciplinary impact and cooperation with cardiology, gynecology and obstetrics [6–8]. We
see how targeted therapy including immunotherapy is becoming standard practice nowadays [9, 10]. Hematology
is indeed becoming an interdisciplinary value in the early
2020s: e.g. hemato-cardiology, hemato-nephrology, and
hemato-immunology.

Authors’ contributions
JS — sole author.

Conflict of interest
None.

Financial support
None.

Ethics

The work described in this article has been carried out in
accordance with The Code of Ethics of the World Medical
Association (Declaration of Helsinki) for experiments invol
ving humans; EU Directive 2010/63/EU for animal exper
iments; Uniform requirements for manuscripts submitted
to biomedical journals.

Copyright © 2021
The Polish Society of Haematologists and Transfusiologists,
Insitute of Haematology and Transfusion Medicine.
All rights reserved.

Accepted: 31.07.2021

This article is available in open access under Creative Common Attribution-Non-Commercial-No Derivatives 4.0 International (CC BY-NC-ND 4.0) license, allowing to download
articles and share them with others as long as they credit the authors and the publisher, but without permission to change them in any way or use them commercially.

www.journals.viamedica.pl/acta_haematologica_polonica

215
215

Acta Haematologica Polonica 2021, vol. 52, no. 4

References
1.

2.

3.
4.

5.

Czyżewski K, Sedláček P, Štěrba J, et al. Progress and trends in pediatric hematopoietic cell transplantation in Central-East European
countries. Acta Haematol Pol. 2020; 51(3): 142–150, doi: 10.2478/
/ahp-2020-0026.
Styczynski J, Tridello G, Gil L, et al. Prognostic impact of Epstein-Barr
virus serostatus in patients with nonmalignant hematological disorders undergoing allogeneic hematopoietic cell transplantation: the
study of Infectious Diseases Working Party of the European Society for
Blood and Marrow Transplantation. Acta Haematol Pol. 2020; 51(2):
73–80, doi: 10.2478/ahp-2020-0015.
Jędrzejczak WW. Polish hematology: from here to the future. Acta Haematol Pol. 2021; 52(1): 2–3, doi: 10.5603/AHP.2021.0002.
Giebel S, Basak G, Bieniaszewska M, et al. Current status and progress of Polish hemato-oncology. Acta Haematol Pol. 2021; 52(1):
4–17, doi: 10.5603/AHP.2021.0003.

216

Snowden JA, Styczyński J, Snarski E, et al. Haematopoietic stem cell transplantation in autoimmune diseases; an update from the EBMT Autoimmune Diseases Working Party with special reference to Poland. Acta Haematol Pol. 2021; 52(4): 217–224, doi: DOI: 10.5603/AHP.2021.0043.
6. Undas A. Anticoagulant treatment of venous thromboembolism in
pregnant women. Acta Haematol Pol. 2021; 52(4): 413–418, doi:
10.5603/AHP.2021.0078.
7. Grześk G. Therapeutic monitoring of direct oral anticoagulants —
a 8-year observational study. Acta Haematol Pol. 2021; 52(4): 443–
–449, doi: 10.5603/AHP.a2021.0039.
8. Musiał J. Risk assessment of recurrent venous thromboembolism. Acta
Haematol Pol. 2021; 52(4): 433–438, doi: 10.5603/AHP.2021.0081.
9. Bembnista E. Implementation of CAR-T technology into clinical practice: challenge for cell bank. Acta Haematol Pol. 2021; 52(4): 263–
–267, doi: 10.5603/AHP.2021.0051.
10. Firczuk M. Old and new targets for immunotherapy of B cell acute
lymphoblastic leukemia. Acta Haematol Pol. 2021; 52(4): 291–299,
doi: 10.5603/AHP.2021.0056.

www.journals.viamedica.pl/acta_haematologica_polonica

